AGENDA REQUEST FORM
THE SCHOOL BOARD OF BROWARD COUNTY, FLORIDA

ADDED ITEM
Meeting Date Agenda ltem Number
6/3/2008 Open Agenda Time Certain Request 1-7
—Yes _X_No ___Yes =X No

TITLE: l

| Agreement for Lobbying Services with GS School Consuiting Group, Inc.

REQUESTED ACTION: {

Approve agreement for fulltime lobbying services with GS School Consulting Group, Inc. (Georgia Slack) to provide
serviees to June 30, 2010).

SUMMARY EXPLANATION AND BACKGROUND: i

Ms. Georgia Slack, President of GS School-Consulting Group, Inc., has represented the Broward School Board in
Tallahassee since 1985, first as an-Associate Superintendent for Broward County Public Schools and, for the past 12
Jyears as the chiief lobbyist for. the school system. As.the-I6bbyist for Broward County Public Schools, Ms. Slack will
continue to provide the full scope of legislative aclivities.as outlined in the agreement and will provide these services
on a fulltime basis for the Broward County School District. Approval of this agreement will enable the Board to
continue to use her many years of experience in the legislative process and knowledge .of the Broward School
District. : . '

The agreement is for a two-year period, July. 1, 2008.to.June 30, 2010 with provisions for a 30-day cancefiation.

Compensation for this agreement is as follows: the sum of $152,100 per year to cover all regular and extended
legislative sessions and other meetings ‘as-pﬁ‘tliﬁadiih@the <contract and an-additional sum of up.to $10,500 per year to
icover travel expenses and accommodations for additional special legislative sessions upon approval of the.
-| Superintendent. . -

This agreemenit has been approved by the School Board Attomey.

SCHDOL BOARD-GOALS: .

| -X_+Goal One: Al students will achieve-at their highest pofential,
X.*Goal.Two: All schools will have equitable resources. )
_X_*Goal Three:All operationss of the schoglsystem will demonstrate best practices while supporting student-achievement.

X =Goal Four: Al stakeholders will work together-to,bufld a:better school system.

FINANCIAL IMPACT:. l ]

The finanicial impact to the ‘:dist'r;ict;is,ﬁlsz,;mo_p,ggyearuwiﬂf-_an additional up'to $10, 500 per year for special session
| costs asiapproved by the Superintendent. Funds for this agreement will be available in the:2008-09 and the:2009-10

| Office of Government Relations Department budget. o ‘ :

EXHIBUTS: (LISt , )

Lobbyist Agreement.(GS School Consulting Group, Inc)

BOARD ACTION: ‘SOURCE.OF ADDITIONALINFORMATION; .
“Bmae Margarita Zalamea, Director 754-321-2190

{For Official School Bg'»-ir_d _l_icmxds' Office Only) Name Phone

THE SCHOOL BOARD OF BROWARD COUNTY, FLORIDA
Marilywt J. Strong, Associate Superintendent ‘

on:

Approved in Open Board Meeting R 03 2008

By: School Board Chair
Revised November 28, 206
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AGREEMENT oA —
THIS AGREEMENT is made and entered into as of this #* day of July, 2008, by and
between ‘ '

THE SCHOOL BOARD OF BROWARD COUNTY., FLORIDA
(hereinafier referred:to as “SBBC™),
a body corporate and political subdivision of the State of Flonda
whose. principal place of business is
600 Southeast Third Avenue; Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33301

,'_«md

-GS SE€HOOL CONSULTING GROUP, INC.
(heremafter referred to as. “Comnsultant” or Designated Lobbynst”)
a corporatfonierganized and existing
unider the Taws.of the State of Florida.
incipal place of businessis

. ecrest Court
)avm  Florida 33328

. WHEREAS, GS Sthool Cons ting Group, Inc. is.a néw company formed by Georgia
Slack. to-providelobbying-services with regard to-state and federal legislative interests; and

WHEREAS, Georgia Slack, Principal of GS School’ ‘Consulting Group, Inc,, has been-the
Designated Lobbyist for the:provisions-of Tobbying setvices préviously provided to SBBC via a
contract with Florida S¢hool: Services, Tnc:;.and

WHEREAS, SBBC is desitou:
Grotip, Inc. for the provisions of-such lobb;

itrating - contract with GS School Consulting
- Services; and

WHEREAS, thie Copsultan is vl

NOW, THEREFORE, in considération of the premises: and. of the mutual covenants
contained herein and other- goad and valiable consideration, the xeceipt and -sufficiency of which
is hereby acknowledged, the Partigs hereby agree as follows:

ARTICLE 1 - RECITALS

£t0-enter ifto-said contract:

1.01 Recitals. The Parties agree that the foregoing recitals are true and correct
and- that such recitals are incorporated herein by reference.

ARTICLE 2.- SPECIAL GQNDITIONS.
201 Termof Agreement. The term of this Agreement shall be:for two (2) years,
beginning July 1, 2008; and concluding:on Jure 30,.2010. unless'sooner terminated as provided
herein. ' ’



2.02 Scope of Representation. The Consultant will represent SBBC and the
Superintendent of Schools in matters involving the state legislature. In its representation of
SBBC, the Consultant shall:

A.

B.

Represent SBBC as its Designated Lobbyist;

‘Meet as required with SBBC and the Supenntendent of Schools or his designee(s) at

mutually agreed times and confer with respect to issues before the Florida Legislature
having a bearing upon SBBC’s fiscal, operational, and programmatic interests;

Assist in forwarding SBBC’s state legislative programs;

. Perform and participate in specific:legislative tasks as assigned;

Establish and maintain posifive: working relationships with the executive and
legislative branches of state government to enhance necessary intergovernmental
refations beneficial to SBBC;

Arrange meetings with appropriate iegxslators anﬂ Cabmet otﬁcxals as requested

Represent SBBC and the Syperintendént of Schools WJth local and state meetmgs
related to Iegislative: and governmental 18s1es;

Performance of all routine legislative duties durmg ‘pre-session. committee: meetings

. and the legislative session;

‘Coordinate legislative activities, duties, and respessibilities wifly the Superintendent

ot his designee; and

Provide any-written reports.as may-be-required by the Superintendent of Schools ot
his- desxgnee, and

Forward SBBC’s legislative agenda by participating in the following meetings:

All Pre<Session Legislative Committees;
Legislative committees;
* Regular and Extended’Legislative.Sessions;
Broward Delegation Meetings;
Greater Florida Consoitium-of Schooel Boards
Florida School Boards Association (FSBAY);
Florida Association of District Scheol Supernitendents (EADSS);
Florida Educatiori Legislative Liaisons:(FELL);
Staff and School Board Meetings, as determined by the Supenntendent of -
Schools; and -
State Cabinet/Agency Staff Meelings, as néeded
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2.03 Lead Contact Person. The Consultant is the responsible lead contact person
for SBBC.

2.04 Assipnment. The Consultant shall provide services to SBBC and the
Superintendent of Schools upon those projects assigned to Consultant by the Superintendent of
Schools or his designee and the Designated Lobbyist.

2.05 Evaluation of Services. The success or.failure of the Consultant shall be
determined by the results of its services as evaluated by the SBBC and the Superintendent of
Schools.

2.06 independent Contractor. It is understood and agreed-that the Consultant is an
independent coniractor and not-an employee.-of SBBC, and.that no associate or employee of the
Consultant shall be.deemed to be an .employee of SBBC. for any purpose whatsoever. The
Consultant’s services are being provided to assist-in the normal business of the: school district
and are not integrated into such business exeept for the specific purposes described in this
Agreement.

2.07 Consulting Techniques. The Consultant-shall ‘be selely responsible for :and
have control over 1he means, -methods, teckniques, -sequences and progedures - used for providing
all services performed under this- Agresment. However the.-Consultant .sha]l coordinate with
SBBC ‘for any projéct assigned to it under this- Agreement SBBC shall mot be responsible for
providing training forthe Consultant-as to-methods e be-used and in representing SBBC and the
Superintendent of Schools. .

2.08 Disclosure of Clients. The Consultant S‘hal‘f}d"l";sdiqﬁé'tq $BBC the names of its
lobbying clients kniown to Consultant to-have-business-interests pending with SBBC.

2.09 Other Clients: This Agreemeiit does not restrict the: Consultant’s tight to
provide the same o similar services. to other-clierits.of the Consultant provided that-the provision
of such services does not confliet with Consultant’s: represenitation of SBBC. However, the
‘Consultant agrees not to lebby SBBC on. ‘behalf of any other client during the term of this
Agreement: Furthermore, the Consultant stipulates that it will ensure thatany copflict of interest
arising with-regard' to any ofher glient. ¢f ‘Consultant will be-resolved in favor of SBBC in the
performance of Consuitant’s local, statej.and féderal responsibilities under this Agreement.

2.10 Conipensation. SBBC.agrees to pay the Consultant:the:sum-of $152,100 per -
year for services and expenses. provided under this Agreement in equal monthly installments,
‘which are payable at the end of each menth in which services are pravided under this Agreement
as outlined in 2.02. SBBC shall reimiburse. consultant for travel expenses, meals and lodging
incurred by consultant in its representation. of SBBC at special legislative sessions as requested
or approved by the Superintendent of Sthools up to a maximum ot $10,500.a year.

o211 Additional Personnel, Any additional personnel necessary for the Consultant
to fulfill its responsibilities shall be employed by the Consultant at its sole expense.



2.12 Office Expenses. The Consultant shall be responsible. at its sole expense, for
all related business expenses including, but not limited to, providing materials. equipment, office
space, license, and other such requirements necessary to fulfill the respensibilities of this
Agreement. :

2.13 Costs. Costs incurred by SBBC as a result.of this Agreernent shall be limited to
* those specified herein and imposed by applicable state and federal laws and regulations relating
to the hiring of independent contractors.

2.14 Background Screening: GS School Consulting Group, Inc. agrees to comply
with all requirements of Sections 1012.32 and 1012.463, Florida Statutes, and all of its personnel
who (1) are to be permitted access to school grounds when students are present, (2) will have
direct contact with students, or (3) have access .or control .of school funds, will successfully
complete the background screening required by the referenced ‘statutes and meet the standards
established by the statutes. This background screening will be conducted by SBBC in advance
of GS School Consulting Group, Inc. or ifs personnel providing any services under the conditions
described in the previous sentence. GS School Consulting Group, Inc. shiall bear the cost .of
acquiring the background screening required by Section 1012.32, Florida Statutes, and any fee
imposed by the Florida Department of Law Eriforcement to maintain the fingerprints. The
Parties agree that the failure of GS Schael Consulting Group, Iic. to perform any of the duties
described in this sectian shall constitute.a material breach of this Agreement-entitling SBBC to
terminate immedjately with no further responsibilities.or duties to-petforin under this Agreement.
GS School Consulting Group, Inc. agrees-to indemnify and hold harmléss SBBC, its officers-and.
- employees from any liability in the foim. of physical or mental injury, death or property damage
resulting in GS: Sehool Consulting Group, Inc.’s. faflure o comply with the Tequirements of this.
Section or with"Sections 1012.32 and 1012.465, Florida Statutes:

2.15°  Indemmification. Each party dgrees to be fully responsible for its acts of
negligence, or its agents’ acts of negligence when acting, within the scope of their employment
-and agrees to be liable for any damages resulting fiom said negligence.

ARTICLE 3 - GENERAL CONDITIONS

3.01 Ne Waiver of Sovereipn linmunity. Nothing herein is intended to serve as a.
waiver of sovereign immunity by any agency or political subdivision to which sovereign
immumnity may be applicable.

3.02  No Third Party Beneficiaries. The parties expressly acknowledge that it is not

. their intent to create or-confer any rights or obligations in or upon any third person or entity

under this Agreement. None of the parties intendto directly or substantially benefit a third patty

by this Agreement. The parties agree that there are no third party beneficiaries to this Agreement

and that no third party shall be entitled to dssert.a claim against.any of the parties based upon this

Agreement. Nothing herein shall be construed as consent by an agericy or political subdivision
of the State of Florida to be sued by third parties in any matter arising.out of any contract.




3.03  Non-Discrimination. The parties shall not discriminate against any employee or
participant in the performance of the duties, responsibilities, and obligations under this
Agreement because of race, age, religion, color, gender, national origin, marital status, disability,
or sexual orientation.

3.04 Termination. This Agreement may be canceled with or without cause by SBBC
during the term hereof upon thirty (30) days written notice to the other party of its desire to
terminate this Agreement.

3.05 Records. Each party shall maintain its own respective records and decuments
associated with this Agreement in accordance with the records retention requirements applicable
to public records. Each party shall be responsible for compliance with any public documents
request served upon.it pursuant to Section 119.07, Florida Statutes, and .any resultant award of
attorney’s fées for non-compliance with that law. :

3.06 Entire Agreement. This document incorporates and imcludes 4ll prior
negotiations, correspondéence, conversations, agreements and understandings applicable:to .the
matters contained herein and the parties .agree that there are no commitments, agreements or
understandings. concemning the subject matter -of this Agreement that are not contained in this
documnent. Accordingly, the parties agree that mo deviation from. the terms hereof shall be
predicated upon any prior representations or agreements, whether oral or written..

3.07 Amendments. No modification, amendment, or alteration in fhe terms or
conditions contdined herein shall be effective unless contained in a written dogument prepared
with the sarie or similar fonmality as this Agreement and executed by each party hereto.

- 3.08 Preparation-of Agreement. The parties-acknowledge that they have-sought and
obtained whatever competent adviee-and counsél as was hecessary for them-to form a-full and:
complete understanding of all rights and -obligations  herein and that the preparation of thiis
Agreement has been their joint effort. The language: agreed to heréin €xpresses their. mutual
intent and the resulting document shall not, solely as a matter of judictdl eonstruction, be
construed more severely against one of the parties;than the.other.

3.09 Wajver: The parties agree that each requirement, duty and obligation.set forth
herein is- substantial and important to the formation of this Agreement: ard, thérefors, is a
material term hereof. Any party s failure to enforceany provision.of this Agreement shall not be.
decmed a waiver of such provision or modification. of this Agreement. A Wwiiver of any breach
of a provision of this: Agreement shall not be deemed a waiver ofany subsequent breach and
shall not be construed to be asmedification.of the terms of-this Agreement.

3.10 Compliance with Laws. Each party shall comply with all applicable federal and
state laws codes, rules, and regulations i 1n-performing its duties, responsibilities, and obligations
pursuant to this Agreement.

3.11 Governing Law. This Agreement shall be interpreted and construed in
accordance with and govemned by the laws of thie State of Florida. Any controveisies or legal
problems arising out of this Agreement and -any action mvolving the enforcement or




interpretation of any rights hereunder shall be submitted to the jurisdiction of the State courts of
the Seventcenth Judicial Circuit of Broward County, Florida. :

3.12  Binding Effect. This Agreement shall be binding upon and inure to the benefit of
the parties hereto and their respective successors and assigns.

3.13  Assignment. Neither this Agreement nor any interest herein may be assigned,
transferred, or encumbered by any party without the prior written consent of the other party.
There shall be no partial assignments of this Agreement including, without limitation, the partial
assignment of any right to receive payments from SBBC,

3.14 Force Majeure. Neither party shall be obligated to perform any duty,
requirement or obligation under this Agreement if such perfommance is prevented by fire,
Jhurricane, earthquake, explosion, wars, sabotage, -accident, flood, acts of God, sirikes, or other
labor disputes, riot or eivil commotions, or by reason of any other matteror condition beyond the
contro] of either party, afid which cannet be- overcome by reasonable diligence and without
unusual expense (“Force Majeure”). In no-event shall a lack of funds on the part of either party
be deemed Force Majeure. ‘

3.15 Place of Performance. Al obligations of SBBC under the terms of this
A g1eement are reasonably-susceptible of being performed in.Broward County, Florida and shall
be payable and performable in Broward County, Florida.

3.16  Severability, In case any one or more of the provisions contained in this
Agreement shall for any reason be held to-be invalid, iflegal, unlawful, unenforceable. or void:in
any respeet, the invalidity, illegality, unenforcgability or unlawful or veid natute of that
provision shall not effect any other provision andsthis Agreement shall be considered as 1if such
invalid, illegal, unlawful, unenforceable-or void prevision had never been included hetein.

3.17 Notice. When any of the parties.desire to: give notice to the other, such potice
must be in writing, sent by U.S. Mail, postage prepaid, addressed to the party for whom it is
intended at the place last sperified; the. place for giving notice shall remain such writil it is
changed by written notice in compliance wifh-the provisions of this paragraph. For the present,
the Parties designate the following as the.respective:places for giving notice:

To SBBC: Superintendent of Schools: :
The School Board of Broward County, Florida
600 Southeast Third Avenue
Fort Lauderdale, Florda 33301

With a Copy to: Maggie Zalamea, Director
‘Office-of Governmient Relations
600 Southeast Third Avenue
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33301



To Consultant: ~ GS School Consulting Group, Inc.
9693 Ridgecrest Court
Davie, Florida 33328

3.18 Captions. The captions, section numbers, article numbers. title and headings
appearing in this Agreement are inserted only ‘as a matter of convenience and in no way define,
limit, construe or describe the scope or intent of such articles or sections ot this Agreement, nor
_in any way effect this Agreement and shall not be construed to create a conflict with the
. provisions of this Agreement.

3.19 Authority. Each person signing this: Agreement on behalf of either party
individnally warrants that he or she has-full Jegal power to execute this Agreemernt on behalf of
the. party for whom he or she is signing, and.to. bind and obligate such party with respect to al
provlslons contained n this Agreement.

3.20 Excess Funds. Any party receiving funds paid by SBBC under this Agreement
agrees to promptly notify SBBC of any funds etronepusly received from SBBC upon the
discovery of such erreneous:payment or. overpayument. Any such excess funds shall be- refunded
t0 SBBC with interest calculated from the-date of the érronepus paymeiit .or overpayment.
Interest shall be caleulated using the interést raté for judgments under Section 55.03, Florida
Statutes, applicable at.the time the erroneous. payment-or overpaynyent was. made by SBBC.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties hereto’ have-made and executed this Agreement
on the date first above written.

FOR SBBG

{Corporate-Seal)

THE SG : .L B.ARD OF BROWARD




FOR
GS School Consulting Group, L

GEORGIASTACK
GS School Consulting Group, Inc.

(Corporate Seal)

ATTES_T:

, Secretary

-0Or-

Witness

Witness

STATE OF T

COUNTY OF

The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before methis ____day of June, 2008, by

Georgia Sldack of GS School Consuiting:Group, Ine, on behdlf of the corporation/agency.

He/She is pérsoxiaﬂy'known to mie-or produced as identification: and.

did/did not first take an oath.

My Coramission Expires:

Signature — Notary. Public

{SEAL) Printed Name of Notary

Notary’s Commission No.



